Introduction
Worldwide, the number of recently described species and genera of Antipatharia has been characterized as both large and surprising (Opresko 2005) . Not directed specifically at antipatharians, this has in part been the result of increased research into the deep sea, arguably initiated by the swell of interest in deep-sea corals at the turn of the century, but maintained by the growing widespread interest in what comprises the largest ecosystem(s) on the planet. Historically, information on the Antipatharia has been generally poor, but due to major taxonomic reviews (e.g. Opresko 1972 Opresko , 1974 Opresko , 1998 Opresko , 2001 Opresko , 2002 Opresko , 2003 Opresko , 2004 Opresko , 2006 Opresko & Baron-Szabo 2001) Though clearly the most studied ocean basin in the world, it is also true that significant aspects and areas of the North Atlantic have been largely ignored by modern science. Since a large body of work by Verrill (e.g., 1864 Verrill (e.g., , 1878 and his contemporaries, and activity including the Challenger expedition (Brook 1889), the deep-sea fauna off eastern Canada has received little attention. A few decades ago, this fauna (Newfoundland and Labrador in particular) was described as one of the least known on the planet (Haedrich 1984) .
